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Tbe Hesbosrd Wave Htatei In the Fifth
In two volumes collectively comprisin

eight hundred pages O P Putnam
have ropubllshed FnsDKniOK LA

OLMancD0 Journey in the Seaboard
Statet in 18334 vlth Remark o

Their Economy To this reprint is preflxe-
n brief biography of the writer by his son
FREDERiCK LAW OUIBTKD Jr Slid an in

troductlon by WIUIAH P TBENT who a

a thoroughly Informed and broadmlnde
native of tim Southern States 1 pecullarl-

einnllfled to testify ns to tho general correct
n M white pointing out tho partial inade
iiuacy of tho authors impressions

reasons for commending
new of a book long out of print t

the multitude of contemporary readers
deeply Interested In learning the aotua

stain of things ownomlcal and social li-

the Hlave States during tho decade
Ing tho civil war The strength
reasons i reoognizml by Mr Trent In
Introduction whore he a footnoti
appended by Mr John Morley to page I
of the second volume of his Life of
fttonc The footnote runs as
The render who cares to understand

American civil war should turn to F
Olmsteds Journeys and Exploration li-

the Cotton Kingdom 1881 and A Journe
in tho Seaboard Slave State1 1858ai
Interesting n picture of the South on the evi
of its as Arthur Youngs pict-

ure of Frnnce on the ova of the Revolu-
tion There i no doubt that just us the

French Revolution 1 a cataclysm that wil

never COUHO to Interest mankind HO thf
war between tho States isa thut wll
continuo to attract the attention of succes-

sive KenerationH and just as Arthur Young
famous Travels in Franco invaluable
to the student of tin French Revolution He

Mr Olmsteels Journeys are invaluable
lo the Btudont of tho civil war As Mr
Trent points out Both moil were fortunate
enough to make fairly lolnuroly exploration
only three or four yt nrn before the great
catastrophe both were wide awake ln-

lolliRent and honest obHerverw and singu-
larly and appropriately both werei inter
rated in scionUllo agriculture and were
in consequence l d to extend their obser-

vations over large areas instead of con-
fining them in th main to urban centres ol
population

Mr Trent It easy to undwHUiiid whj
the success book like the
success of Arthur Youngs should have
been posthumous rather than contempo-
rary the formers appearance

1856 the year of the BrooksSumner inci-

dent and of the BuchananFrotnont cam-
paign was not propitious to sound or dis
passionate criticism on either side of Masor

line Then again It was im-

possible that a book whch
economic topics

aspects should be popular
in any extended sense of the term More-
over its authors Xorthern birth preclude
him from producing such a sensation of sur-
prise as was made by Hlnton R Helper ol
North Carolina with his once famous Im-

pending Crisis of tho South 1857 Yet
Mr Trent Is one of of the
period who hold in the
Seaboard Slavo States should be ranked
with Uncle Toms Cabin and The

Crisis as one of the three bookc
that did most to open the eyes of the North
to the true nature of the plague of slaver
and to tho inflamed condition of public
opinion at the South during the ten
which the beginning of

is Mr Trent
the only man that
lapse of nearly half a century has shown
that of the three books just named the
one which mode the least sensation at the
time Is by tar the most useful to the his

and to the present day reader in
in reconstructing the past In

the first two volumes of Mr James
Rhodess History of the United
train the Compromise of 1350 the praise
of Mr Olmstods books and the frequent
citations from them are sufficiently marked
to Impress even the casual reader In
other words Mr Rhodes found no reason
to dissent from the favorable opinion
regard to our authors ncutenecs and
esty of observation expressed by such ol
his coevals OA George William Curtis and
James Russell Lowell the latter of whom
had sufficient prescience to anticipate Mr
Morleys after the event comparison with
Arthur Youngs famous work

Coming to what Mr Trent has to say from
a personal viewpoint the of
the book we should
any right to speak authoritatively con-
cerning the fidelity of the authors descrip-
tions save such as may be granted to a
native of the South who for a number ol
years has been interested in its past and
has had opportunities to study UH history
In a rather formidable maun of books and
pamphlets and magazines and to a less but
fairly considerable extent In newspapers
and unpublished correspondence He can
neither support nor contradict the author
in essential matters from personal
knowledge belonging as to a
generation later than that which Mr Olin
sted saw and described Mr Trent testi-
fies nevertheless that the picture given
In these volumes corresponds In tho
with the results of his own independent
attempts to reconstruct tho old South
imaginatively save In one par-
ticular The particular the
general accuracy of Mr Olmsteds por-
trayal of the antebellum South or rather
of the impressions it seems likely to pro
Auce Is based on the comparative absence
Mm his pages of materials from which
one can reconstruct the simple pleasant
Ingenuous and rather dignified life led
in both country and town by the older
families of well established social standing
Inmoro than one place In his books Mr
Olmsted admitted freely tho attractive
qualities of this small but Influential ele-
ment of tho population of the South and it
is very clear that he bad knowledge-
of Its ways yet it Is In
the as was natural with such a trav

contact with small farmers inn-
keepers tradesmen and passengers hi pub-
lic conveyances made his book valuable
us a picture of the Southern rather
than of the Southern is
true hut It is also true as Mr Trent Is quick
to acknowledge that perhaps at the
this shortcoming of the book was not
regretted since It was upon the Southern
masse that slavery weighed most heavily
and It was those masses that were destined-
to bear much of the brunt of tho civil war
A book mainly descriptive of social life in
the mansions along the James River in
the country houses in Fauqulor and Bole
tourt counties Va in Charleston and Beau-
fort or in Savannah and the adjoining
region would not have added greatly to
our existing knowledge of that life and
would have failed utterly to serve the im-
portant purpose of opening the eyes of

the blight which slavery was
the Immense area stretching from

the Potomac to the Rio
A distinction should be
Mr Trent does not fall a defi-
ciency which might have boon deemed
negligible at the date of the book appear
feo has acquired seriousness with the
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lapse of time Although the reader o

1850 lost little through the foot that he wa
not Introduced to the more attractive sid
of Southern life tho reader of 1BOI will sufie
the disadvantage of being misled miles h
remembers that aide by side with tho un-

lovely sight witnessed by our traveller
flourished many of those social graces one

virtue without the existence of which n
such characters an George Washington
Robert E Lee could have brightened

I pages of American history
I AH to the accuracy or inaccuracy of the

number of particular statements road
Olmsteds book Mr Trent concedes

that there are few If any men living wlu
could undertake to correct them with the
thoroughness and certainty required of or
annotator Not only doe the author dee
with a generation that seems far more re
mote than It actually Is but lip writes
topics which tall under such heads
nomics sociology political history and the
like each at which Is now province of a
group of specialists At the time
Mr Trent bears witness that one does not
read far In this book about the
slave States without feeling that
main the writer does not comment or
corroboration He Is mid explicit
cautious and transparently honest In his
statements What he says ho saw was un-

doubtedly seen with his own eyes which
were not often averted deliberately as
they were on an occasion when nn overseer
flogged a slave girl who had shirked her
dally task What he says he heard with
Ills own may be taken with equal
credence a his own accuracy and
credibility as a witness aro concerned
On the other hand whether or not state-
ments which he accepted at second hnnd
nnd wrote down represented fact or fiction

ixmunon occurrences or sporadic events
from which no general deductions should
bo roust often remain a matter of

secondhand reports we
urn reminded that travellers have otter

liable to confound the talus with tho
the concrete and specific with the

general ever since primitive man first ven-

tured beyond the limits of lila particular
tribe Doubtless even Mr Olmsteds acu-

men did not always save him from being
misled by involuntary or deliberate

but he probably suffered
teas in this manner than any Northerner
that ever journeyed through the slave
States

Whatever may be of this or that
story by at second
or Mr Tront although a native-
of the South holds that we must unless wo
are wedded to partisanship how
ever reluctantly Ills general ante
helium Southern conditions That tin
Southern masses were far behind the meMo
at the North In the comforts of life that
save in exceptional instances the accom-

modations for travellers were primitive
and disagreeable that houses and
were not well kept up that coarse
surly manners and cross ignorance were
to be met wherever the explorer turned
his feet that slave auctions were disagree-
able sights and that nearly everything
Mr Olmsted saw of the peculiar Institu-

tion should have seemed to him revolting
and uneconomic In all this Mr Trent
finds nothing that the fairminded Southern
reader can challenge As we have seen
the more engaging side of Southern life
was necessarily left out of the picture and
not a little that is included in It would have
been found even If slavery had not
existed for of tho territory visited
by Mr as he himself

removed from
neer status Indeed stow trains execrable
hotels vile food bad manners and gross
ignorance have not after the lapse of halt
a century disappeared entirely from the
South or even from more fortunate sections
of this still raw country We are once
more reminded that the thrifty and beau-

tiful valleys of Virginia are not described-
in book and that Charleston with

charm receives but slight at-

tention while another fact should not be
lost sight of namely that there are evi-

dences of Southern enterprise In spite of
slavery which were Inaccessible to Mr
Olmsted and are only now being gathered
slowly by of Southern history
Mr Trent however that
after all these allowances have been made
the picture in its essentials remains

terribly It is his
the vast good wrought for the South

by tho abolition of slavery even at tho
of the war of reconstruction and of
present agitation of the race question can
be brought home in no better way thanby
Journey through the new Southof ter
ful study of thto book dealing with the

It ought further to be noted that this
Journey in the Seaboard Slave States

was not the first book written by Frederick
Law Olmuted as It was not by any means
the hut Indeed after beginning life as a
gentleman farmer who pursued

on scientific principles though
with alms he was for a consider-
able professional man of letters
before he found his true vocation that of a
landscape gardener in which he attained
preeminence so far as his own country
was It Indeed he had an equal
anywhere among his contemporaries In
1850 he made a trip abroad travelling-
for the most part afoot in England France
Switzerland and Germany and after his re-

turn he had written an account of a port of
his Journey under the title of and

an American Farmer In
this book which attracted the

tion of Henry J Raymond then
the New York Times and prompted the
proposal that the author should make

the and write a series of
to the Times upon the economic and social
conditions of the slave States Falling in
with the idea Mr Olmsted began his flrat-
Journey through that section of the country
on Dec 11 1852 and returned April 1858

having gone a far as New On
soY 10 of the year last
on a second trip which extended to the
Mexican boundary On his way home he
travelled on horseback from New Orleans
to Richmond reaching New York in the
summer of 1854 The Impressions made in
the earlier journey were revised and cor-

rected after the close of the second and
in their amended guise constitute the sub-

stance of these That even tho
amended were sub-
jected to a good deal of reflection and
modification before being published in
book form may be interred from the
that the first edition of a Journey in
Seaboard Slave States did not see tho
light untilIBM

Mr Olmsted first camo in personal con-

tact with the Institution in the
District of Columbia on Dec 10 1852 He
had never before seen the City of Wash-
ington which at that contained
over 50000 Inhabitants the whole
District of Columbia only two hundred per-
sons wore engaged hi manufactures though
there was water poww near tho city su-

perior to that of Lowell The visitor re-

cords that land might bo purchased within
twenty miles of the Federal capital at from
110 to 20 on acre Most of it Indeed had
been In oulUratioQ but baring bow
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exhausted in raising tobacco it had
for many years abandoned and was
covered by a forest growth He
however that by deep ploughing and llm
ing and a judicious uo of manures it might
l e made very productive and he oddee
that as equally cheap farms could hardl
be found In any State in such pros
Imlty to such good for agriculture
produce nt Alexandrli
afforded there wore strong Inducement
for a considerable Immigration thlthe
from the North HP found that nlread
in Washington there were more lush oni
German laborers and servants than negro
slaves and that as of th objection
which free laborers to going furtbei
South did not operate In the Federal capital
the proportion of white laborers was
year increasing The majority of
however were still free negroes
constituted onefifth of the entire popula

The slaves only a fifteenth
roost of these outside ol

the District and hired annually tp thou
who required their services It an In-

teresting foot that according to the asses
ment of taxable property for 185S the slave

hired in the District were value
1300000

Visiting the Washington market place
one morning in December 183Z Mr OUt

sted found himself In the midst of a
of a very different aspect from
hlblted by any gathering he had ever seer
In a Northern place The majority
of the people and both li

respect of heir attire and of the expressloi
of their faces they were Inferior to any col-

lection of colored folk he had ever befor
encountered All of tho characteristic-
of their race were more clearly marked li

them than they often are In colored peopl
at the North In their dress language
manner motions they were all distinguish-
able almost as much as by their color fror
the white people who were distributee
among thorn and engaged In the same oc

which chiefly were selling poul-

try small country produce
The were a mean look-

Ing lot and meanly dressed but their mean-

ness was of a different kind from that
eented by the negroes Mr Olmsted

that most of the produce was broughi
rickety carts drawn by the small-

est ugliest meanest lot of oxen and horse
that I ever saw There was but one pal
of horses In over a hundred that were

good A remarkable proportion ol

them were maimed in some way As for
the oxen I d not believe New England

and New York together could produce i
single yoke BO poor as the best of them
The very trifling quantity of articles broughi-

hi and exposed for sale by most of the markel
people was also noticeable a peck of pots
tow three bunches of two cab
bagea six eggs and a would be

about the average stock in trade of the
dealers One of Mr Olmsteds acquaint-
ances told him that an old negro woman

came to nU door with a single large turkey
which she pressed him to buy Struck
with her fatigued he math
some inquiries of her and ascertained that
she had been several days coming from
home had travelled mainly on foot one

had brought the turkey and nothing else

with her Ole nuuwa had to raise come
rodney somehow and he lowed he could

not sell anything else so he tole me to catcli

the big gobbler and down to Wash-

ington and see wot fotch

Mr Olmsted proceeded from Washington

to Richmond by steamboat on the Potomac
as far as Aoqula Creek and thence direct
by rail The boat seems to have made rela-

tively good for that period as It cov-

ered in three and a hall
hours including three stoppages On tin
other It took live and a half hours tc

distance by rail from Acquit

Creek to Richmond seventyfive miles

end the fare was 1350 The traveller cal
culated that not mew than a third of the
country visible on this was
Tho rest was mainly
cleared land Itself not more than a quarter
seemed to have been lately In cultivation-

the rest was overgrown with briars and

bushes and a long coarse grass of no value
A good substantial old plantation
mansions to be seen most of them
constructed of wood of two painted

with perhaps a looking
cabins scattered around them for

the slaves Even the most pretentious were
seldom elegant or even
always in sad need of repairs The hablta
ions of the poorer white people wero com-

monly either of logs or loosely boarded
frames a brick chimney running up at one
side Everything about thorn was very
slovenly and dirty Swine foxhounds and
black and white children lay promiscuously
together on the ground about the doors
Mr Olmsted observed that although the
railroad company advertised that
people would be taken only on
trains colored servants were permitted to-

go with their masters everywhere He Jots
undJr date of Dec IB Onoa today
a lady entering the car at a way eta

with a family behind her and that she
looking about to find a place where they

could be seatedtogctber I rose and offered
her my seat which had several vacancies
round It She accepted It without thank-
Ing me and Immediately Installed in it a
tout negro woman the adjoining

herself and seated the rest of her
her Tho party consisted of a

jlrl probably her daughter and a bright
and very pretty mulatto girl They all
talked and laughed together and the girls
munched confectionery out of the same
paper with a familiarity rind closeness of
intimacy that would have been noted with
astonishment if not with manifest dis-

pleasure In almost any chanco company
it tho North

The traveller acutely drew the conclusion
when the negro is definitely a slave

t would seem that the alleged natural
mtlpatby of the white race to associate
irith him Is lost Mr Olmsted was sur-

irlsed at the number of fine looking mulat-
tos or nearly colored persons that
le met with have been precon-
ception of what such hybrids would natu
ally feel but be fancied that he could see
i peculiar expression on their faces a con
action of the tightening
f the lips a and counsel

ceeplng expression As to the great mass
f slaves at work under overseers in the

they to the Northern on
and brutellk-

eIt requires on effort to appreciate that they
nuoh more than the boasts they drive
ire our brethren members of the human
Ice They are very ragged and the
omen especially who work in the fields

loom to move very awkwardly slowly and
mdecldedly and almost always stop work

the train is passing The only evi
lences of any industrial occupation other
hanXmalze growing and growing
ind firewood chopping Olmsted

seventyfive miles of this old country
had been settled bolero any

lassachusetta wore one tannery
r three sawmills Altogether the lands
ordering the railroads hoed fewer signs
f an arid prospering psopletban any
e travelled before for an
quo distance
Soon after his arrival to Richmond ur
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a farm which he describe
at in order to give his read
eraon moro advanced mode o
agriculture In eastern Virginia Lime
guano largely applied to tho wheat
fields and the grain was reaped by elthe-

Husseys or machine Th
labor won entirely performed by slaves
During a conversation on slavery
owner of the plantation said In answer t-

one of his visitors remarks I only wUl
your philanthropists would contrive son
satisfactory plan to relieve us of It
trouble and the responsibility of taklni
proper care of our negroes you
from what you see yourself Is any-
thing but enviable But we d
that Is better Our free negroes and
believe It b the some with them at

as It Is here are a miserable
drunken vicious worse off

it Is my honest opinion than are those wh
are slavery I am satisfied too

are better off as they are
than the majority of your free laboring
classes at the Mr Olmsted havinj
expressed his host went on te

say Well they certainly are better ofl

than the English agricultural laborers or
I believe than those of any other Christie
country Free labor might be more profit-
able to us I am Inclined to think it would
be The slaves are excessively careless
and wasteful and In various ways which
unless you lived among them you coulc
hardly be made to understand subjeci
us to very annoying losses To rank
anything by farming hero added the
planter a man has got to live a hard life
You see how constantly I am called upon
arid often It is about as bad at b
day Lost night I did not til

morning am quite worn out with It
my wifes health is falling But

cannot rid myself of It Asked why hi
did not employ an overseer he replied

Because I do not think It right to trust U

such men as we have It we use any
for overseers To the question whether
the general character of overseers was bad
ho answered are the curse of thl-
fcountrysir men in this com-
munity Of the negro house servants h
said They are interesting creatures
air and with all their faults have man
beautiful traits I cant help being attachec
to and I am sure love us Mr

comment Is his own case
at least I did not doubt it his mannei
toward was paternal familiar and
kind come to him simply and
confidently like children who have hat
some task given to them and constant
are wanting to be encouraged and guided
At dinner he frequently addressed
servant behind his chair familiarly

him Into the conversation as If he wen-
afamilyfriend better informed on some
local and domestic points than

of the most Interesting passage
In the first volume of Mr Olmsted
book Is the account of a visit to a tarn
In Eastern Virginia cultivated entirel
by free labor and belonging to a gen

name Is withheld doubt
his request because he knei

that hits opinions would be published In tin
New York Time This Virginia plantei
told Mr Olmsted that he was led to disue
slave labor not from any economical con
sldorations but because ho beoom
convinced that there was on essential wrong
in holding men in enforced servitude with
any other than to benefit them
and not willing to allow hi
own children to be educated as slave masters
His father had been a largo slave holder
and he himself felt very strongly the bar
influence which his environment had ex-

ercised upon his character He had become
convinced that Jefferson uttered a grea
truth when be asserted that slavery wm
moro pernicious to the race than t
the black Although a ohle
part of his inheritance had consisted Ir

slaves he had liberated all
This gentleman notwithstanding liii

antislavery sentiments did not believe-
In encouraging slaves to run away and

abolitionists had
the cause they had Hi

wished Northerners would mind thou
business arid leave slavery atom say bu
little about It ay nothing in the presen
condition of affairs at the South and nevei
speak of It but in a tnd calm manner
He would not think tin sold to rerun
a fugitive slave but he would never assist
one to escape He had several times pur-

chased slaves generally such as his neigh
bore were obliged to sell and who otherwise
would have been taken further South

he had retained In his possession
labor bad In some degree re-

turned their cost to him and he could afford
to provide with the means of to
Africa or North and wltb
sum of tkelr support after their
arrival of destination

This survivor of a type which had been
relatively familiar in Virginia during the
early part of the nineteenth century told hit
Northern visitor that he considered the con-

dition of slaves to have been much Im
the Revolution and very per

during the lost years
The original tock of slaves
Africans he observed probably required
to be governed with much greater severity
at all events very little humanity was ex-

hibited or enjoined with regard to them
The slaves of the present day were of a
higher character In fact he did not think
tore than half of them were full blooded
urbana Then public sentiment
ned come to man who treated
his slaves with cruelty The owners were
mainly men of some cultivation and felt a
family attachment to their slaves many of
whom had been the playmates of their boy-
hood Nevertheless even now they were
frequently punished severely under the
Impulse of temporary passion of ten without
deliberation and on unfounded suspicion
Especially was this the case where they were

to overseers who though sometimes
of intelligence and piety were more

often coarse brutal and licentious drink-
Ing men wholly unfitted for the responsi-
bility them

had read Uncle Toms
Cabin and mentioned several points In

thought It wrong He said for
that Uncle Tom was too highly

elated that such a character could not ex-

ist In slavery or spring out of It and that no
gentleman of Kentucky or Virginia would
nave to be so In the power
at a as Mr Shelby was said to
have been At the same time he acknowl-
edged that cases of and suffering
qual to any Uncle Toms

might befound In his own neigh-
borhood some time ago a nasa had been
whipped to death and he recollected sev-

eral slaves that had been maimed for life
oy harsh and hasty punishment but the
rest of the community were Indignant when
nich things and any slaveholder

of find himself with
jut associates except men of similar char-
acter

Of value also was much of what Mr
Jlmsted learned from this informant touch-
ing the economic side of slavery This

was confident that at the
hen be spoke ISM be was a
pteing instead of alavw It
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had not beea so until recently the prioo c

slaves having union advanced within te
years whllooh the other hand Immlgratio
from Europe lied made free white laborer
more He had employed
white and black Virginians sometime
Germans and latterly Irish Of all the
he had found the Irish on the whole
best The poorest had been the anti

Virginians the next the free
there had been exceptions h

had not generally paid the the norm
stipend of fioo a year thought
them lees worth such wages as he did giv
them than any emigrant white laborers h
had At present he had two white native
and two free colored men but both the lat-

ter had been brought up in his funnily
were worth 120 a year more than the aye
age The free and tho poor natlv
whites were worse than
slaves Howas also employing at tne tin
of Mr Olmsteds visit four Irishmen t-

each of whom hegave 120 a year end their
To housemaids Irish girls he pal
to 3 a month

In the first volume of this wortc a grea
deal of evidence Is
economicvalue of One of thi
witnesses was Mr T R GrisoonVof Peters-
burg who had formerly resided in New
Jersey but since living in Virginia had hai
the superintendence of very agri-
cultural operations conducted
of His experience had been tin

of an acre of wheat couU-
t e a day by the average slave

York tho average
of similar work expected from a whit
laborer would be about two acres a day
He added that the ordinary waste suffers
in harvesting wheat In Virginia throng
the carelessness of the negro beyond tin
which the hands of average North
em was equal in value to win
a Northern farmer would consider a satis-
factory profit on his stock It was in fine
hits deliberate opinion formed after ex-

tensive and careful observation that
Virginia slaves did not when engaged ii
ordinary agricultural operations acootn
plish as much as one average free labors
In Now Jersey Another man who ha
superintended agricultural work at the Nortl
and in Virginia agreed with Mr Grisoom
believing that four negroes had to be sup-
ported on every Virginia farm to aooompllsl
the same amount of work that would b
done by one free laborer In New York

who had resided for ninny year
told Mr Olmsted that a

which a slave expected to spend the da
upon would usually be accomplished by i

Northern laborer as early as 11 oclock li-

the morning
On the other hand a Virginia plants

who believed slave labor to be better one
cheaper than free labor said with refer
once to Mr Griscoms statement that with-
out impugning Its correctness In the partic-
ular Instance mentioned he was sure tha
If four negroes did not harvest more thin
an acre of a day It was because the
had not driren He knew he
that If properly driven threatened

and If necessary punished
do as much work as It wa

possible for any man to do Anotho
planter while it was trui
enough that in general the slave did not d
half as much work as he should he could b

to do It He related how when hi
into possession of his plantation hi

found the overseer then upon it to be
for nothing and dispensing with the fel
lows services he undertook to drive the
negroes himself On the first morning
when he went over iris plantation one ol
the negroes come up to him and asked
what work he should go The slave
was told to go the cut some
wood Well said he spose
you wants me to do been use
to doln ebery nigger cut a cord a day

A cord Thats what youve been used t
doing is It said the Yes masse
dats wot dey always makes a nlggah de
roun cord a day thats allers d
task Well now said the
roaster you go and cufme two cords to
day Oh masse two cords Nobodj
couldnt do dat Oh nissan dats toe

hard Nebber o nobody cuttln
a cord o a day roun heidi

couldnt do It Well old man
you have two cords of wood cut tonight-
or tomorrow morning you shall have 20C

lashes Thats all there Is about it Re

look sharp The slave did the task assigned
to him and ever since no negro ever out
less than two cords a day for that partlculai
owner could not get
more Is with a
many other things with mauling rails f

stance the planter In question could
get 200 rolls in a day
what It was of the country to
expect of a negro twice as

his own made to
before ho undertook to drive them himself

Mr Olnwted spent some tUne In the tur-

pentine and tar producing region of North
Carolina and he found the negroes employed-
in this branch of Industry unusually Intelli-

gent and cheerful He was oven Inclined
to pronounce them decidedly superior In

and Intellectual respect to the
of white people Inhabiting the

turpentine forests Among the latter were
a large number constituting perhaps a
majority of entirely uneducated poverty
strickcn vagabonds They were possessed
of almost no property except their own
hones and the use of these that Is to say
their labor they were not accustomed to
hire out regularly so on to obtain capital
by but only occasionally by the day
or driven to work by necessity

A finally of these people will
hire or squat and build a little log cabin
BO made that It Is only a shelter from rain
besides not being chinked and having no
note furniture or pretension to comfort
than is commonly provided for a criminal
In the cell of a prison They may cultivate
a little corn and possibly a few roods of
potatoes cow and coleworts They
nay own a few that find their living
In the forest and pretty certainly also
a title and dog and the men ostensibly
occupy theirtime mostly in hunting A
gentleman of Fayettevlllo told tho Northern
visitor that he had several appraised
under oath the whole household property
of families of this elites at less than 120 If
they have need of money to purchase cloth

Ufo they obtain
it by selling game or meal If they have
tone of such commodities to spare they
will work for A neighboring farmer for a
few days usually receiving for their labor
50 cents a day without board Tho farmers
told Mr Olmsted that they did not like to
employ the noorwhltes because they could
not bo rolled upon to finish what they un-

dertook or to work according to directions
and because freemen they could
not be a word their labor
was even more inefficient and unmanage-
able than was that of slaves

VIII
Considerable space is allotted In the

second volume to the culture of rice
coasts of the Carolinas and Georgia
Olmsted found the misapplication and

waste of sisv labor on many of th rico
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plantations to be almost Inooncolvabl
great Owing to the stupidity and preju-
dices of the negro it had proved exceed-

ingly difficult and often impossible to in
traduce now and improved o

applying his labor Not only would hi

object strongly to all newfashioned
but If they were forced into hi

would do hU best to break then
or to make them do only such work as
should compare unfavorably with who
he had been accustomed to do without
them Tho Northern visitor was told thin

it was a common thing to see a largo gang
of negroes each carrying four shovel
fuls of earth upon a on hi
head walking slowly along on tho em
bankment so as to travel around two side
of a large field perhaps for a mile to fill

a breach a job which an equal number of
Irishmen would accomplish by laying
planks across the field and running wheel-

barrows upon them In a tenth of the time
Almost everywhere the clumsy Iron
was to do the work of pick

plough Mr Olmsted saw It

dig n On many plantations
had never been used the land

being entirely prepared for the crop by
chopping with the hoe There might have
been some excuse for the use of this primi
tive Implement on newly cleared rice ground
encumbered as it might be with the close
standing stumps and strong roots and
protuberances erf the just reclaimed cypress
swamp though It might have proved more
economical to grub up even these by hand
sufficiently to admit of tho employment of
a plough On old plantations where the
stumps had been removed the surface win
like a garden bed the soil a dark rich
mellow and exceedingly line loam the
proportion of sand varied greatly In-

different districts but It was con-
siderable and apparently sufficient to
prevent an injurious glazing from the
plough unless the land was very
drained Yet even on plantations
the plough was not in

Olmsted observed that rice was con
tinually used in the rico growing region
as on article of food figuring on the table
at breakfast and dinner In tho houses of
many planters On the rice plantations
particularly on those furnished with a
hulling mill a good deal was given to the
negroes especially during the seasons
of harvest labor and on holidays Our
traveller inferred that it was considered
better food than maize although he ob

that only the cracked and inferior
would be considered unmerchant

able was out to the slaves He was
informed by some planters that
the cracked rice broken in the of
removing the hull was more
than the and that they preferred-
it for table Not only was
prime rice separated from all Inferior

grades and from all sand and Impurities-
but each grain of it was actually polished
the last operation at the mill being to force
the grain through a rapidly revolving
cylinder of woven wire between which
and a sheepskin flap it was obliged to rub
its way to the chute which led it out into
tho sack or barrel In which It was sent to
market The usual crop of rough or
paddy rice on the plantations the Caro

linos Georgia in 1853 was from thirty-
to sixty bushels an acre but even as high
as 100 bushels was sometimes obtained-
Its weight was from fortyone to fortynine
pounds a bushel and the usual price
for it per bushel in the rough in
ton and Savannah was from 80 oenU to 1

It was the custom for planters to employ
factors commission merchants residing
in Charleston Savannah or Wilmington the
three rice ports to soil the crop by sample
The purchasers would be merchants or mill

or of foreign rice mills
also employed by the

general business agents making
of the stores and stock required

for the plantations and the households of
tho owners Mr Olmsted observed that
luxuriant crops of other grain and of legum-
inous plants wero sometimes grown upon
the rice fields and he had little doubt that
there are many swamps bordering upon
our Northern rivers which might be con-
verted Into Irrigated fields with great profit
That was one of his reasons for describing
thejlce plantations rather elaborately

Tine author of these volumes was con-
vinced by his study of the condition of
South Carolina in the early boa that the
system of slave labor had brought that State
to the brink of economic ruin To con
firm his conclusions he adduces a
deal of South Carolinian testimony
he quotes from De Bows Review for

1855 an admission that the slow ad-

vance of South Carolinas population was
due not exclusively though to the
impoverishment of her land As
become exhausted the returns
only small and unremunerative but
become uncertain from casualties
vicissitudes of semen subsistence becomes
moro precarious and is obtained at great
cost The fact however that tho districts
possessing naturally the heat soil are al-

most stationary In population while tracts
of soil naturally inferior are filling up
attests not only the exhausted of tho
soil in the former case but
that the character of slave labor and the
system of cultivation adopted are unfavor-
able to density of population Mr Olm
sted out that not long before tho

his book two grand juries
In South Carolina had earnestly recom-
mended a new importation of slaves from

as the only remedy of which the
the people of the State would

permit them to make use for their half
acknowledged debility The proposal was
favored by tho most influential newspapers
of tho State and a committee of the Legis
lature to which the project was referred
reported nn approval of it on theological
morel and economic grounds though it
recommended from considerations of tem-
porary policy that no action should at
present be taken In the Also
cited In the second of is a
otter published in the Charleston Standard
the editor of which calls attention to it as
worthy of especial consideration After
showing that improvement anti progress
In South Carolina were unattainable under
the exiting system the writer pointed
out that there were two ways In which the
difficulty might bo surmounted first by
encouraging the emigration of men from
regions In which not destroyed
in the people to lalwr in
other words emigration from Europe pr
by the Importation of freah supplies of
savago blacks from Africa In tho first
cose would have to be up
in the free or skilled
bo dispensed with altogether and the great
majority of the residing in the Htato
must be still and pauper-
ized In a word the destiny of South
Carolina was either to be democratized or
to bo barbarianlzed As early tut 1853 Mr
Olmsted seems to have foreseen that tho
South Carolinian aristocracy was
and that nothing could save tho
opt the emancipation of the negroes
followed by a Tlllmanlzatlon of the political
system

The outcome of Mr Olmsteds firsthand
observations in th seaboard slave States
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cannot bo summed up in a few columns
much less in a few paragraphs But
a statement of tho truth at which he belj
Moved himself to have arrived by
and honest investigation bo required UJ
highly condensed form it might bo put
follows The slaves as a rule wore
ficlontly well rod to bo in good
working condition but not ns well us fr V
laborers at tho North usually are Hlaviry
in practice afforded no safeguard
occasional suffering for want of food uniong
laborers or oven against their Htnrvalion
any more than tho democratic or my J
Ing system while on trio other hnnd it
withheld from tho laborer all imcouniRn
ment to Improvo his faculties und hit

destroyed his tsclfre pe ct iiilsdireotixl f

his ambition anti extltigiiUhwi
nil tho natural motives which load inon
to endeavor to increase their capacity of
usefulness to their country arid tho world
The occasional suffering of he free laborer
may have the effect of improving by disc-
ipline his character and his efficiency Tfo
occasional suffering of the slave had no
such Incidental advantage To indolence
deceit malevolence and thievery It might
lead as may the suffering of tho free
laborer but to Industry cultivation ol
dexterity perseverance economy and
virtuous habits neither suffering nor lh BT
dread of It as a possibility over could Itwl
the slave as It generally dos the free
laborer unless indeed It leel him
by inducing him to run away y

Mr Olmsted does not hike leave of tin i
subject to which these two volumes nr
devoted without showing liimwlf kwnlj I
alive to tho evil which tho necessity foil bj I

many Northerners of apologizing for Ma

very at every convenient opportunity wai
working In antebellum I lie Nor

this source ho Van Inclined to attribute V
the growing disposition to look upon th
laborer the artisan the handicraftsman I
the man who was employed In any of
railings In which it was commonly I
safe and proper to train slaves as a Icm

fortunate and respectable person than th f
tradesman the clerk the lawyer tine dos

of slavery less hateful the condition
prospects of a free laboring people were

habitually disparaged In the border
States and even further North white chll
Iron were becoming familiarized with
comparisons unfavorable to the happineM
nnd respectability of their own working I
class and were being led to believe that
men who work for a living are seldom sue
oossful in getting one that they are pecu

dependent on others that
thought for them and pro
them out of charity and pity Mr M t

DImMed thought that he could testily front m-

Ills own observations at the North that
many of our own workingmen themselves

ire influenced bythis idea and look upon n j

their customers as in some way their supe jr-
lors and in consequence of this feeling a

get a habit of thinking themselves
and unfortunate poorly oompen I j

for their labor therefore also they
the majority of our native mechafik

less soundly thoroughly artistically
conscientiously with less love and prid I
In their craft more s
mechanically and more like the slaves
than they formerly did Our most cone I
selections and reliable workmen are net r

natives they are from Germany W

yet the ancient guilds with their I U
honors to workmanship and their
of conferring freedom on passed
oepted workmen are not quite lost Them
is no doubt that the mischievous Influence

rhlch was in this way exerted by slavery
n Northerners themselves was not in the

SOs appreciated as it should have been
M W H

STRANGE MATHEMATICAL GIFTS

odlKles Who Could Answer orrtuml
Difficult Arithmetical Problems

from T WtcMv
Infant musical prodigies are Inteillrlbli

even natural compared with Infant
iithematical prodigies How account fo4

Intuitive faculty by which some children
unable to read write or cipher can answe-
instantaneously the complicated rlth-

netlcal problem Colburn e t at 4

ould neither write nor cipher and yet could
nswer apparently by Intuition and unhetli-
ntlngly kinds of arithmetical questions
it 8 he came on show from the United Btate-

o London and answered In a moment
ccurately such questions as How man

ulnutes are there In fortyeight years Th4-
ihlld not only answered It at once and cor
ectljr but Instantly added the number ol

econds contained In that period By whtl
rental process he arrived at these answers hf

ould not explain
Mere again Is a question which Georffi

Udder the eon of a Devonshire
nswered at the age of 12 In one
t was put to him In the London Stock Kx

lange If the pendulum of a clock vibrate
he distance of nine Inches and threequarterf-
n a second of time how many Inches sIll II

Ibrate In the course of seven years
two one minute and fiftynil-

econds of 305 days hours 4-
1nlnutes and 65 seconds

Within the minute the boy had answered
orrectlr 21M 25744 In miles M17I-
illes 475 yards two feet and threequarter
if nn Inch

But the classical case of this kind was the
nvestlgated by a committee of such ncleiv

as M Arago M Llbrl and M Lncroli-
it Paris They examined Vlto Manglsmel-
he son of a Sicilian peasant 11 years of

putting him to such questions as Find
rue root of STBMHT which the boy Ma-

rlthln halt a minute Find the tenth root o

83478249which he did within three rnlnntei
hen came this What number nan th

ollowlng proportions thnt If Its cute
dded to five times Its square and then 4

the number and the number 40 be cub
acted from the result this remainder
ero M Arngo repeated this question In-

rhllej he was finishing tine lest Ih bo

plied correctly Tine number Is five
Two things strike you about this exlraor
mary congenital faculty Its mysterlomnn-
nd Its uselessness In exemplification o

he two take the cn e of Jededtah
le also worked out almost instHntntn oiH-
he most complex problems but he
Ive no account of tine mental prow bl
Inch he solved them This process

sr front being correlated with Intfllfct o-

lnen Intelligence that when Jededlnli wenl

0 bear a great preacher or went to finn
Ick In Hlchnrd III his sole Interest In I

moron or the play was the counting up 1-

he number of words uttered by tine itovli l

r by tire actors I

Following Up a Tip In France 1

Jan Correipondrnet London Tclrgror
Several weeks ago a certain conllrnnni-

mnblo to attend n rare meeting hen ion
Iticod that h had a straight tip miflrttl 0

1 a friend wino warn goinc un tnr if iHl-

iat lie would lay the money on a iarti
urco
TIne commission was accepted hut i il-

lio lust moment tire friend prexehf
rom putting In nn ippe raucf nt tins rAnt

leetlng ho handed the 300 francs over
ctUnlnUintf whom ho happened ID mini

ross und wino was on tine point of diirniil
r the course For some reason eir niiM

ils person himself remained In town i

IB meanwhile the
an to have been laid ran won tin1

tlnbniU
that h was flexxi Irntu U lb

nnd great WHH liln n uUI
learned neat lied fallen ilitinKl

wing to frliitlH neglect lo OMTHI il-

imnls lon He took i11

bin with rrMilt thin tin
IM HvntenLea defendant lo pv tin i

anon The friend on sldn i 0 c Ijj

air will also be tried lo proixbi of titus
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